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THIS MONTH’S RECAP UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
Here’s where you can find me 
next month for book events, 
speaking presentations, or 
interviews: 

03/05-08: Women in Publishing 
Conference - Author Attendee 

03/08: Bay to Ocean Conference - 
Author Attendee 

03/22 Middletown Comic Con 2025 - 
Author Attendee 

04/04: Awesome Con - Author 
Attendee 

04/26: Art Fest at Whitehall - Artist 
Vendor 

05/10: Lock House Craft Beer & Wine 
Fest - Artist Vendor 

05/17: Gaithersburg Book Festival - 
Artist Vendor 

06/28: Ice Cream Festival - Artist 
Vendor 

08/01-03: National Book Club 
Conference - Author Attendee 

09/19-21: Creatures, Crime, and 
Creativity Conference – Author 
Attendee 

A lot has happened since the last newsletter, so let’s get to it!  

In March, I attended two informative conferences.  First up was 
the Women's in Publishing (WIP) Conference where I always 
learn valuable marketing, writing, and business lessons from the 
numerous presenters.  

Next up was Bay to Ocean. I enjoyed excellent marketing, 
writing, and screenwriting sessions. Plus, I got a chance to 
reconnect with long-time friends Jill Royston, Cherrie Woods, 
and Weldon Burge.   

 

In April I attended my first comic convention, Awesome Con in 
D.C. It’s similar to the world-renown Comic-Con in California. 
During the fun, eye-opening experience, I: 

• Watched thousands of people embodying and cosplaying 
characters we love.  

• Met multiple NY Times Bestselling Authors. 
• Reconnected with long-time author friend Cerece Rennie 

Murphy and DM Cross. 
• Saw the Lord of the Rings and Goonies casts. 



• Learned new vending and merchandising tips.  

I definitely look forward to coming back in the future, hopefully 
with a newly published book… 

Speaking of our publishing journey, our literary agents sent our 
manuscript out on submission. This is where they pitch our 
project to acquisition editors at traditional publishing houses. 
We're crossing our fingers and putting in a lot of work to try to 
get a book deal.  

 

Then in May, I joined the Lit Ladies at the Lock House Craft 
Beer & Wine Fest in Havre de Grace, MD.  It was another fun 
event capped with perfect weather.  Next, my son returned 
home after a successful semester at college to work as my 
Author’s Assistant and Co-Author. He joined me for the 
Gaithersburg Book Festival. This was one of the most successful 
book events we've ever attended. We met hundreds of avid 
readers, reconnected with a few famous authors, and almost 



sold out of our entire The Colors Trilogy inventory!  

 

Also in May, I retired from my longtime job and am now writing 
full-time!  My son and I are working feverishly to finish the 
second book in the series, while helping our agents pitch the 
first book.  

Next up, The Lit Ladies will attend the Ice Cream Social this 
Saturday at Rockwood Park. So, feel free to catch us there and 
check out some books!   
 

BOOK REVIEWS 
One of the things that jumpstarted my writing career was reading.  Since “sharing is caring,” I’m sharing 
short reviews of two books I read.  Hopefully, you can find your next reads.  Enjoy two fantastic entries 
for Black History Month!   



 
All This Could be Yours by Hank 
Phillippi Ryan  

 (4.0 of 5 Stars) 

 Harlem Rhapsody by Victoria 
Christopher Murray 

 (4.0 of 5 Stars) 
Cautionary Thriller! 

 

 Bringing History to Life! 

 

As an author, Stephen King's 
"Misery" always reminds us of the 
danger in meeting "Your Number 1 
Fan." Hank Phillippi Ryan pulls on 
that thread in this current day 
harbinger that highlights the lack of 
privacy in a social-media-fueled 
world. Debut author, Tessa 
Calloway, finds all of her dreams 
coming true on her sold-out book 
tour, until hints of her tragic past 
start appearing all around her. Is 
someone seeking to expose her 
buried secrets and ruin Tessa and 
her family or is something else even 
more sinister at play? Suspense 
builds as the story twists and turns 
to a satisfying conclusion.      

 Ms. Murray transports readers to 
1920s Harlem in this vibrant history 
lesson of Jessie Boykins Reid, the 
incredible woman who birthed the 
literary masters of the Harlem 
Renaissance...and had a long-standing 
affair with W.E.B. DuBois.        

 

To ensure you never miss one of my book reviews, see past reviews on my website and follow me on 
BookBub, Goodreads, and LibraryThing.   

Happy Reading and catch you next month! 

 
Follow K. R. Raye on:   

BlueSky – https://bsky.app/profile/krraye.bsky.social  
BookBub – https://www.bookbub.com/profile/k-r-raye 
Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/KRRaye13 
Goodreads – https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/7160771.K_R_Raye  
LibraryThing – https://www.librarything.com/profile/krraye 
Twitter – https://twitter.com/KRRaye 
Website – https://krraye.com/ 
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